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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address -- 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above Is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.O. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent terni adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )M Responsive to communication(s) filed on 30 September 2003 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) S Claim(s) 1-11 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim(s) 1-11 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) ^ The drawing(s) filed on 30 September 2003 is/are: a)^ accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.O. § 119 

12) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)n All b)n Some * c)\3 None of: 

1 -D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attach nfient(s) 

1 ) S Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) O Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) □ Infonnriation Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 



4) □ Inten^ew Summary (PTO-413) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

5) □ Notice of Infomfial Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6) □ Other: . 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTOL-326 (Rev. 1-04) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 031505 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Bejectiom - 35 VSC § 113 

1. The following is a quotation of the second pai-agraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude \nth one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinetly claiming the 
subject matter wliich the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 1 and 3 aie rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to paiiiculaily point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regai-ds 
as the invention. 

Claims 1 and 3 cleai'ly fail to paiidculai'ly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant i-egaids as the invention because method claim 1 does not recite any 
method steps and appai*atus claim 3 does not i-ecite any appai atus stnicture. Note that these 
claims as currently drafted aie not patentably distinct from article claim 2 due to theii' lack of 
method steps/appaa-atus stmctui-e and therefore have not been i"estricted at this time, however 
restriction will be considered in view of any method steps/apparatus sti-ucture applicant adds to 
claims 1 and 3 in response to this Office action. 

3. The following is a quotation of the fii-st pai*agraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

Tlie specil'ication shall contiiin a vvTitten description of the invention, and of the manner and process of making 
and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to which it 
perfciins, or with wliicli it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set fortli the best mode 
contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

4. Claims 1 and 3 ai*e rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, fii-st paragraph, because the specification, 
while being enabling for the method and appai*atus for making a reinforced liquid elastomer tire 
disclosed in the specification, does not reasonably provide enablement for any and all possible 
methods and appai*atus for making a reinforced liquid elastomer tira The specification does not 
enable any pei-son sldUed in the ai-t to which it pei-tains, or \vith which it is most neaiiy 
connected, to make and/or use the invention commensui*ate in scope \vith these claims. 
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The claims encompass any and all possible methods and apparatus for making a 
I'einf orced liquid elastomer tire because they do not recite any method steps/appai-atus structure 
as noted in paiagraph 2 above, however the specification discloses at most only those methods and 
appai-atus for making a i-einf orced liquid elastomer tii-e known to the inventor; method claim 1 
and apparatus claim 3 aie therefore in essence single means claims which lack enablement 
commensurate in scope with the scope of the claims as a matter of law (see MPEP 2164.08(a)). 

aaim Bejectiom - 36 USC§ 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 tJiat form the 
basis for the i-ejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the inveutiou was patented or described in a printed publication in tliis or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in tliis country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

6. Claims 1-4, 6-9, and 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Vaonan, Jr. (4,231,410). 

See col. 2 line 8 - col. 8 line 52. As to claims 7-9, the tire may operate without inflation 
pressure (in compression) as well as mth inflation pressure (in tension) (col. 8 lines 41-52); in 
any case, the claims as cuirently drafted do not exclude the tii-es of the reference because any tire 
is capable of suppoi-ting some indeterminate "load" both with and Avithout some indeterminate 
"inflation pi-essiu'e". As to claim 11, applicant has used the term Ibead" to define the conventional 
bead core or bead ring 7 io the specification, and such bead cores aie not present in the tires of 
the reference 

7. Claims 1-5 and 7-10 iu-e rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipate by US Patent 
Application PubUcation 2002/0033220 AJ. 

See pai'agraphs 0056-0058. 
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Conclusion 



a 



The prior ait made of record and not i*elied upon is considered peitinent to applicant's 



disclosure. The following patents anticipate or render obvious at least claims l-3but are 
considered to be no more pertinent to the instant claims than the prior ai-t already applied by the 
examiner: Newton et al. (3,229,013); Lai-son (3,956,448); Lapeyi"e (4,140,165); Vannan, Jr. 
(4,231,410) ; Schmidt et al. (4,277,295) ; Mcintosh et al. (4,287,930) ; Eau et al. (4,453,993) ; Cesar 
et al. (4,476,908) ; and Schmidt (4,711,284). 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or eailier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Adrienne C. Johnstone whose telephone number is (571)272-1218. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday- Eriday, 10:30 AJVI- 7:00PM. 

If attempts to i-each the examiner by telephone ai-e unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Blaine Copenheaver can be reached on (571)272-1156. The fax phone number for the 
oiganization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regaiding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Eetiieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Piivate PAIR or Public PAIR Status information for 
unpublished applications is available through Piivate PAIR only. For more information about 
the PAIR system, see http://i)iui'-dii'ect uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the 
Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Adi'ienne C. Johnstone 
Piimary Examiner 



Mar ch 15, 2005 



Adrienne Johnstone 




